
The Journal of the  
Midwest Modern Language Association

Editors
Jason Arthur

Rockhurst University

Erika Behrisch Elce 
Royal Military College of Canada

Editorial Assistant
Jenny Frey

Loyola University Chicago

Editorial Committee
 

 
 

The MMLA Journal
The Journal, formerly the Bulletin, is published bi-annually at the Executive Offices of the 
Midwest Modern Language Association at Loyola University Chicago. Authors of manuscripts 
and book reviews published in the Journal must be members of the MMLA. Officers and 
members of the Executive Committee serve as the Editorial Board.

Statement of Editorial Policy
The Journal is published as a service to MMLA members, who are encouraged to submit articles 
on special topics announced in advance on the web site and in the Journal.

Spring 2016 | Volume 49 | Number 1

Published in Association with Loyola University Chicago

Copyright © 2016 by the Midwest Modern Language Association

Cover and graphic design by Christopher Martiniano

Andrea Knutson
Oakland University

Hillary Nunn
University of Akron

Christopher Kendrick
Loyola University Chicago

Emily Lutenski
Saint Louis University

Kathryn Dolan
Missouri University of 
Science and Technology

Arline Cravens
Saint Louis University



P R E S I D E N T:   Emily Lutenski, Saint Louis University
VICE PRESIDENT:   Emily Isaacson, Heidelburg University
E X E C U T I V E  
D I R E C T O R :   Christopher Kendrick, Loyola University Chicago

S U B S C R I P T I O N 
A N D  P R O D U C T I O N
C O O R D I N AT O R :  Linda Winnard, Loyola University Chicago

E X E C U T I V E
C O M M I T T E E :  Jason Arthur, Rockhurst University 
  
 Erika Behrisch Elce, Royal Military College of Canada
  
 Arline Cravens, Saint Louis University 
  
 Rachel Greenwald Smith, Saint Louis University 
  
 Andrea Knutson, Oakland University
  
 Matthew Barbee, Sierra Heights University 
 

M E M B E R S H I P  I N F O R M AT I O N
For a one-year membership in the Association, which includes subscription to the MMLA Journal, dues 
are: $70 for full professors and administrative personnel; $65 for associate professors; $55 for assistant 
professors and schoolteachers; $35 for adjunct and part-time faculty; $30 for students, retired, and 
unemployed persons; and $90 for joint members. For a two-year membership, dues are: $135 for full 
professors and administrative personnel; $125 for associate professors; $105 for assistant professors 
and schoolteachers; and $170 for joint members. For a three-year membership, dues are: $195 for full 
professors and administrative personnel; $180 for associate professors; $150 for assistant professors and 
schoolteachers; and $250 for joint members. Sustaining members contribute $135 per year, supporting 
members $85 per year. Departmental memberships are $200 for one year, $350 for two years, and $525 for 
three years. Membership in the MMLA is for the fiscal year that begins on July 1 of the current year and 
ends on June 30 of the following year. Payment of membership dues does not constitute payment of the 
meeting registration. For appropriate forms, see the MMLA website at www.luc.edu/mmla.

B U S I N E S S  I N Q U I R I E S
All communications including matters concerning address changes, advertising, permissions and subscrip-
tions should be directed to the Midwest Modern Language Association, Department of English, Loyola 
University Chicago, 1032 W. Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60660. Phone calls may be made to (773) 508-
6057; our e-mail address is mmla@luc.edu; our fax number is 773-508-8696; and our website is www.luc.
edu/mmla.



F U G I T I V E  E N V I R O N M E N TA L I S M S  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 6  |  V O L U M E  4 9  |  N U M B E R  1

Introduction: Fugitive Environmentalisms
Andrea Knutson and Kathryn Dolan

Mapping Contingency: A Bioregional Approach  
to Kate Chopin’s Gulf Coast Stories
Jessica Bridget George

“Imaginations of the Strangest Kind”: The Vital 
Materialism of Virginia Woolf
Leanna Lostoski

“That sonofabitch could cut your throat”: Bigger and 
the Black Rat in Richard Wright’s Native Son
Matthew Lambert

F U G I T I V E  E N V I R O N M E N TA L I S M S
SPRING 2016 | VOLUME 49 | NUMBER 1

GUEST EDITORS: Andrea Knutson, Oakland University
 Kathryn Dolan, Missouri University of Science and Technology

7

25

53

75



F U G I T I V E  E N V I R O N M E N TA L I S M S  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 6  |  V O L U M E  4 9  |  N U M B E R  1

93

119

Postcolonial Ecocriticism, Classic Children’s 
Literature, and the Imperial-Environmental 
Imagination in The Chronicles of Narnia
Clare Echterling

Bodily Significations in an Agricultural World: 
The Multiple Meanings of Materiality in Lorine 
Niedecker’s New Goose Poems
Kathryn Cai

The Monster of Representation: Climate  
Change and Magical Realism in Beasts of  
the Southern Wild
Ali Brox

Ecocritical and Moral Responsibility:  
The Question of Agency in Karen Barad’s 
Performativity Theory
Marcos Norrisi

What We Call the Scuttle
SJ Stout185

157

139



F U G I T I V E  E N V I R O N M E N TA L I S M S  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 6  |  V O L U M E  4 9  |  N U M B E R  1

205

229

Book Reviews

Ecocriticism and Italy: Ecology, Resistance, and Liberation. By 
Serenella Iovino. (Patrick Barron)

Writing It Twice: Self-Translation and the Making of a World 
Literature in French. By Sara Kippur. (Mary Cisar)

Prefiguring Postblackness: Cultural Memory, Drama, and the African 
American Freedom Struggle of the 1960s. By Carol Bunch Davis. 
(Sharyn Emery)

Le Partage des mémoires: La guerre d’Algérie en littérature, au cinéma 
et sur le web. By Maazouzi, Djemaa. (Christa Jones)

Confronting the Classics: Traditions, Adventures, and Innovations.  
By Mary Beard. (Michael Modarelli)

An Innocent Abroad: Lectures in China. By J. Hillis Miller.  
(Kevin Swafford)

Notes on Contributors


